What Is Art? 


What is Visual Culture? 


based on our reading from week 1: 
Gordon, Pamela. “Chapter 2: What is Art.” In Art Matters: A Contemporary Approach to Art Appreciation. 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- Anaesthetic experience 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- An object of value 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- Apart from the canon 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- Awork crafted with skill 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- Awork that has meaning 


Why is it that not all art can be classified by physical 
objects made from artistic materials? 


Art can also be... 


- Acreative work 


How is the study of art identified with beauty? 
- idealized beauty that goes beyond what we see in everyday life. 
- Standards of beauty vary across cultures. 

Problems with focusing on beauty: 


- Focusing solely on appearance may ignore the work’s meaning. 


What are three ways in which art can have value? 


- Value can be defined by financial, functional, or emotional significance. 


The Art History Canon 


What are the problems with the canon? 


The canon is the established body of works that the art world views as important. 


The canon tells a story of art, showing a progression of how one type of art led to 
another. 


What are the problems with the canon? 


The problems with the canon are... 


- Art historians only celebrated established artists 


- Included white, male artists but excluded women, people of color, and 
non-Western people 


- Focused on fine art (painting, sculpture, architecture) 


What are the different types of expertise associated with 
artistic skill? 


- Manipulating materials and techniques 
- Depicting the natural world. 


Why are these areas of expertise important? 


Mona Lisa, 
Leonardo Da Vinci 
1503 


What are the different types of expertise associated with 
artistic skill? 


What are the problems with only 
classifying art this way? 


- Some artwork is made with little to 
know “skill” but sends a 
compelling message. 

- Some artwork makes us think about 
different concepts and concerns. 


Marcel Duchamp 
Fountain, 1917 


Why does the viewer play an essential role in the artistic 
process? 


We perceive things based on: 


- Culture 

- Community 
- Religion 

- Upbringing 
- Parents 

- Schooling 


What are the ways in which the viewer can approach 
difficult art? 


Certain works of art require of us that we adjust our own orientations. This is 
especially true if a work of art makes us uncomfortable. This is important in order 


to: 


Upset the status quo 

Gives us a new perspective 

Shows us a peek into another person’s experience 

Creates more connection and understanding between people 


Remember: more information allows us to understand more fully. 


